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En angles

Scientific Evaluation Report

1. What is the interest and relevance of the priorities defined by the INDEST?

The interest in the topics selected by INDEST focuses mainly on the transversality and
interdisciplinarity of the contents that have been selected which contributes to provide
different perspectives from the Social Sciences. The definition and development of the
different research lines included in the Memoria d’activitats 2015/16 includes research topics
that are common to different lines of research of the Institute. For example, history, education
or mass media have a prominent role among the actions that are analysed both from the study
of the sustainable territorial and socioeconomic activity, as well as in the analysis of mobility,
transitions and social relations, and in the study of leisure or children, youth and ageing
society. This transversality of some issues contributes to promote interdisciplinary work and
the analysis of concrete social realities of the different perspectives of the Social Sciences.

The priorities established are relevant and are adequately stated because they are general and
this allows to define different concretions. For example, mong the priorities it is identified the
need to conduct multidisciplinary research, produce comparative studies, disseminate
acquired knowledge or develop I+D+l strategies. These priorities are in line with the actions
that are given priority in the research lines that have been defined — with concrete topics that
are addressed from a multidisciplinary perspective- as well as the tasks to be developed — such
as the fostering of the contacts and the international centres or the training of the research
staff in topics of territorial development.

2. Are the main research lines well defined and supported by research groups with
appropriate expertise?

The main research lines are well defined around four major thematic axes that include from
socio-economic activity, mobility, leisure society or childhood, youth and ageing. Besides the
four research areas linked to the research lines are also correctly defined, focusing on the
decrease of the social and territorial unbalances, the global-local dialogue, the global and
generalistic vocation and the socialization of knowledge. Still, these research lines might be
too general and to a certain extent disassociated to the current territorial demands. In this
sense, the concretions can be increased to reduce this risk and to consolidate this link
between the territorial priorities and the research lines. The groups that conforms INDEST
include diverse knowledge domains although it would be necessary to deepen into the more
relevant requirements at the territorial level and see which groups could develop research
activity that would respond to them. It is identified that not all the research lines are



»

Universitat de Lleida

+
U L Institut de Desenvolupament
v Social i Territorial (INDEST]

Informe d’Avaluacio Extern facilitat pels membres del Comiteé Cientific Extern

supported by the research groups and therefore the link between research lines and groups
is not clear.

3. Assess the quality of the groups included in the INDEST.

The quality of the research groups included in INDEST is very unequal, for example a group
on medieval research with a journal in the English language. Some of them show little
demonstrated trajectory and there are others which are not focused on the objectives that the
institute has defined. In this sense, it would be good that the groups’ activity could be
reoriented internally to promote that joint actions are developed among diverse groups.
With this aim, it would be interesting to identify common lines and objectives between
different groups to be able to establish synergies and collaborations that could give a more
efficient response to the general objectives and priority lines of the institute. Through these
joint actions and collaborations, the groups that are more emergent could benefit from the
experience of the more established groups which have more consolidated research activities
and at the same time the latter can also be benefitted including new approaches or topics in
their analyses.

4. Comment on the position and expectations of the INDEST related to top organisations
in other countries.

Given the fact that there are no external relations already established at the moment with
the main organizations in other countries, the very existence and activity of the institute will
promote its establishment at an international level, giving visibility to the areas and research
lines as a promoting institution for the research in the Social Sciences of the University of
Lleida for the development of its territory. This can be especially relevant in certain disciplines
included in the knowledge areas of the INDEST groups, as can be Geography, Sociology or
Economics.

5. Evaluate the INDEST’s policies concerning recruitment of both research teams and
individual researchers.

Concerning the policies related to the adscription of the research groups it would be good to
establish a policy of recruitment of resources for the INDEST groups, differentiating between
members and collaborators. This way and in a similar way as it exists in other levels — national
and European- a contribution could be made to mobilise human resources towards the activity
developed in the framework of the Institute.
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6. Evaluate the significance of the results obtained by the research groups.

It is still early to evaluate the results that have been obtained by the research groups as we
have not received information in this regard.

7. Is the web page informative? Would you suggest any improvements?

The current webpage is really good; it has a clear and very well defined structure. It presents
systematic information, including news, group description... Furthermore, the web page has
the links to social networks (Twitter and Facebook) and therefore, the presence through
tweets and posts is correctly developed. In the near future, it will be needed to further
improve it with better results, incorporating what the groups have been achieving in relation
to the Institute priorities: research results, theoretical or practical training activities or
dissemination activities among others.

8. Evaluate the potential and achievement of the groups to participate in EU
programmes.

There is the potential to participate in European projects. With this aim, it would be good to
foresee to aggregate groups to enable synergies to address the preparation of European
projects. In this sense, collaboration and interdisciplinarity would be favored in terms of
proposals evaluation.

9. Evaluate the actions undertaken by the INDEST and the interaction among its
researchers.

Concerning the actions that have been conducted to this moment, the external activities that
are developed are very positively assessed. It is recommended to carry out consolidation
activities as well as those enhancing external cohesion that facilitate the establishment of
collaboration networks. According to this, it will be of interest to start “Brown bag seminars” in
line with what is being done in renowned universities at the international level in the United
States (Harvard...). In the context of non-formal lunches, there is a debate around a research
project or idea, or any other issue of interest. This activity was suggested in the meeting with
great success, considering it as a very interesting one to socialize knowledge. It was agreed
that the seminars instead of being “brown bag seminars” they can be entitled “coca de
recapte” seminars.
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10. Suggestions to improve the organization of the INDEST.

To improve the organisation of INDEST, a coordinator for the research lines could be
designated, previously elaborating a study of the research lines that could come up from the
existing groups. As a result, it will be possible to go in deep in the potential synergies among
research lines and groups, that could be consolidated.

11. Suggestion for desirable groups to complement the INDEST.

In the current moment it would be rushed to suggest research groups that could be desirable
to complement the activity of INDEST given the fact that in order to evaluate this aspect
properly, more documentation would be necessary.

12. Suggestions of the INDEST to reach out to society in general as well as specific social
and economic sectors of the region.

One of the aspects that can contribute to facilitate reaching out better to society would be to
be in contact prior to the conducting of research with the social and economic sectors in the
region and with other sectors with whom INDEST’s groups work. This can be done through the
organisation of specific events, meetings and also through establishing regular collaboration
dynamics with some of the selected agents: non-governmental organisations, associations of
the social fabric that work in the domains and the topics addressed in the framework of
INDEST. According to this, the science and society dialogue can be supported, contributing to
the existing knowledge to promote the impact of research involving social agents since the
beginning.

13. Other issues

It was agreed that another session will be organized in which each group will present what
they have done in relation to the research lines of the Institute and their contributions, in
order to assess them.
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En catala

Informe d’avaluacio extern

1. Quin és l'interes i la pertinéncia de les prioritats definides per I'INDEST?

L'interés de les prioritats d’INDEST radica principalment en la transversalitat i
interdisciplinarietat dels continguts escollits, dimensié que contribueix a aportar diferents
perspectives des de les Ciéncies Socials. La definicid i desenvolupaments de les diferents linies
de recerca incloses a la Memoria d’activitats 2015/16 inclou tematiques de recerca que sén
comuns a varies linies de recerca de I'Institut. Per exemple, la historia, 'educacid o els mitjans
de comunicacié tenen un rol rellevant entre les accions que s’analitzen tant des de I'estudi de
I’activitat socioecondomica i territorial sostenible, com en I’analisi de les mobilitats, transicions i
relacions socials, aixi com en la linia d’estudi de la societat del lleure o de la infancia, joventut i
envelliment. Aquesta transversalitat d’alguns temes contribueix a fomentar el treball
interdisciplinar i I'analisi de realitats socials concretes des de diferents perspectives de les
Ciencies Socials.

Les prioritats establertes sén pertinents i estan correctament plantejades perqué sén generals
i permeten poder definir diverses concrecions. Per exemple, entre les prioritats s’identifica la
necessitat de realitzar recerques multidisciplinaries, produir estudis comparatius, difondre el
coneixement adquirit o desenvolupar estratégies de I+D+i. Aquestes prioritats estan en
sintonia amb les actuacions que es prioritzen des de les linies de recerca definides —amb temes
concrets que es tracten des d’'una perspectiva multidisciplinaria- i també amb les tasques a
desenvolupar — com I'afavoriment dels contactes amb centres internacionals o la formacid de
personal investigador en tematiques de desenvolupament territorial.

2. Les principals linies de recerca estan ben definides i recolzades pels grups de recerca
amb l'experiéncia adequada?

Les principals linies de recerca estan ben definides al voltant de quatre grans focus tematics
qgue incloure des de l'activitat socioeconomica, a les mobilitats, la societat del lleure o la
infancia, joventut i envelliment. A més, les quatre arees de recerca vinculades a les linies de
recerca estan també correctament acotades, centrant-se en la disminucié dels desequilibris
socials i territorials, el dialeg entre el global i el local, la vocacié global i generalista i la
socialitzacié del coneixement. Tot i aix0, aquestes linies de recerca poden resultar massa
generals i desvincular-se en algun punt a les demandes territorials concretes. En aquest sentit,
poden ampliar-se les concrecions per reduir aquest risc i consolidar aquesta vinculacié entre
les prioritats del territori i les linies de recerca.
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Els grups que conformen I'INDEST inclouen ambits de coneixement diversos tot i que seria
necessari aprofundir en les demanes més rellevants a nivell territorial i veure quins grups
podrien desenvolupar activitat de recerca que en donés resposta. S’identifica que no totes les
principals linies de recerca estan recolzades pels grups i per tant, no esta clara la vinculacio
entre linies i grups.

3. Avaluar la qualitat dels grups de recerca inclosos a I'lNDEST.

La qualitat dels grups de recerca inclosos a I'INDEST és molt desigual, per exemple algun grup
sobre recerca medieval té una revista en anglés. Alguns d’ells tenen trajectoria de recerca
limitada i n’hi ha d’altres que no estan enfocats als objectius que s’ha marcat I'Institut. En
aquest sentit, fora bo que es repensessin internament, reorientant la seva activitat en relacio a
I'Institut i les seves linies, fomentant al mateix temps I'establiment d’accions conjuntes entre
diversos grups. Amb aquesta finalitat, seria interessant identificar linies i objectius comuns
entre diferents grups per a poder establir sinérgies i col-laboracions que poguessin donar una
resposta més eficient als objectius generals i linies prioritaries de I'Institut. A través d’aquestes
accions conjuntes i col-laboracions, els grups que sdon més emergents podrien beneficiar-se de
I'experieéncia de grups més establerts amb activitat de recerca més consolidada i alhora
aquests es poden beneficiar incloent nous enfocaments o temes en les seves analisis.

4. Observacions sobre la posicio i les expectatives de I'INDEST relacionats amb les
principals organitzacions en altres paisos.

Donat que en l'actualitat encara no existeixen relacions establertes amb les principals
organitzacions en altres paisos, la propia existéncia i activitat de I'Institut fomentara la seva
implantacié a nivell internacional, visualitzant les arees i linies de recerca com a institucio
impulsora de la recerca en ciéncies socials de la Universitat de Lleida per al desenvolupament
del seu territori. Aix0 pot ser especialment rellevant en determinades disciplines incloses en
els ambits de coneixement dels grups de I'INDEST, com poden ser la Geografia, la Sociologia o
I’Economia.

5. Avaluar les politiques de I'INDEST relatives a I'adscripcio dels grups de recerca i dels
investigadors a titol individual.

Pel que fa a les politiques relatives a I'adscripcié dels grups de recerca fora bo establir una
politica de captacié per als grups de I'INDEST, diferenciant entre membres i col-laboradors.
D’aquesta manera i de forma similar a la que existeix a altres nivells —nacional, europeu—, es
podria contribuir a mobilitzar recursos humans cap a l'activitat desenvolupada en el si de
I'Institut.
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6. Avaluar la importancia dels resultats obtinguts pels grups de recerca.

Encara és aviat per avaluar els resultats obtinguts pels grups de recerca ja que encara no s’han
rebut informacions relacionades.

7. La pagina web és informativa? Suggeriria alguna millora?

L’actual pagina web esta molt bé, amb una estructura clara i molt ben definida. Presenta
informacions sistematiques, incloent noticies, descripcio del grup, etc. A més, a la pagina web
hi ha els links corresponents a les xarxes socials (Twitter i Facebook) i per tant, la presencia a
través de tuits i publicacions esta desenvolupada correctament. En el futur proxim, sera
necessari poder nodrir-la de millors resultats incorporant el que els grups vagin assolint en
relacid a les prioritats de I'Institut: resultats de recerca, activitat de formacid teorica i practica
o activitats de difusid, entre d’altres.

8. Avaluar el potencial i I'assoliment dels grups per participar en programes de la UE.

Existeix potencial per participar en projectes europeus. Amb aquesta finalitat, seria adient
preveure fer conglomerats de grups de manera que creessin sinérgies per adregar la
preparacid de projectes europeus. D’aquesta manera, s’afavoriria la col-laboracié i Ila
interdisciplinarietat de cara a les avaluacions de propostes.

9. Auvaluar les accions realitzades per I’ INDEST i la interaccid entre els seus investigadors.

En relacié a les accions realitzades fins al moment actual es valoren molt positivament les
activitats externes desenvolupades i es recomanen activitats de consolidacio i cohesié externa,
promovent |'establiment de xarxes en col-laboracié. En aquest sentit, seria d’interes iniciar
“Brown bag seminars” en linia amb el que es fa a universitats d’Estats Units de referéncia a
nivell internacional (Harvard...) on en el context de dinars informals, es debat al voltant d’un
tema o idea de recerca, o qualsevol altra tema sobre el qué hi ha interés. Aquesta activitat es
va plantejar a la reunid amb molt d’éxit, considerant-se una proposta molt interessant per
socialitzar el coneixement. Es va acordar que els seminaris en comptes de portar per titol
“Brown bag seminar”, es dirien seminaris “coca de recapte”.

10. Suggeriments per millorar I'organitzacié de I'INDEST.

Per tal de millorar la organitzacié de I'INDEST es podria designar algun coordinador per cada
linia de recerca, elaborant un estudi previ de les linies que podrien sorgir dels grups que
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existeixen a l'actualitat. D’aquesta manera, s’aprofundiria en les sinergies potencials entre
linies i grups que podrien consolidar-se en el temps.

11. Suggeriments per a grups de recerca que serien desitjables. per complementar
I'INDEST.

En el moment actual podria resultar precipitat suggerir grups de recerca desitjables que
poguessin complementar I'activitat de I'INDEST donat que es necessita més documentacio per
avaluar aquest aspecte.

12. Suggeriments per a I'INDEST per tal d’arribar a la societat, tant pel que fa als sectors
socials i economics en general, com als especifics de la regid.

Un dels aspectes que pot contribuir a facilitat I'apropament a la societat és estar en contacte
permanent i continu amb els sectors social i economic de la regid i altres amb els que es
treballi. Aixo es pot fer a través de I'organitzacié d’esdeveniments especifics, trobades previes
pero també de I'establiment de dinamiques de col-laboracié regulars amb alguns agents
estrategics: organitzacions no governamentals, associacions del teixit social que treballin en els
ambits i tematiques tractades en el marc de I'INDEST. D’aquesta manera, el dialeg ciéncia-
societat es pot enfortir i revertir els coneixements de forma que es promogui 'impacte de la
recerca implicant als agents socials des del principi.

13. Altres aspectes.

Es va acordar que es faria una altra sessid en la que cada grup plantegés el que han
desenvolupat en relacié a les linies de I'Institut i quines han sigut les seves aportacions per tal
de valorar-les.



